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no quarter. It marked the beginning of an age when every
man seeking political power took his life in his hands. It is
impossible to detect even the shadow of a principle behind the
passionate vindictiveness of the rival factions. Neither Yorkists
nor Lancastrians seriously claimed the throne as a right.
Neither faction pretended, as men seeking power at least pre-
tend to-day, to have at their disposal any peculiar specific
capable of benefiting their fellow men. But they had the new
and powerful cannon. Artillery brought the age of chivalry to
an end. In the arbitrary and unlimited licence which the men
of wealth, and therefore of military power, extended to them-
selves in this conflict we are forced to see the first fruits of the
Renaissance, of that passionate individualism which in the
sphere of creative art gave, as it seemed, a new dignity to man
but which, applied to the pursuit of political power, became
wholly destructive not only of private but of public morality.

It is difficult to accept the once conventional view that the
Wars of the Roses were something which concerned only a few
families, which passed almost unnoticed by the general body of
the people. Very large forces were employed, if we accept
contemporary accounts, as we must. They cannot have been
compelled to fight. Warfare clearly had become a trade which
men followed willingly for private gain and all classes must
have been concerned in it. Parliament was not suppressed: it
met frequently, only to be prorogued. The Commons pre-
sented virtually no petitions and showed itself the complaisant
registrar of successive usurpations. The people were partners,
not victims, in the prevailing anarchy which provided them with
a brave and colourful parade and no little excitement. All
established things were in disrepute as the new age dawned and
Henry Tudor, without fame, or fortune, or rights, ascended a
throne to which as the result of five murders no other adult
claimant was to be found. A false view of man's relationship
with the universe was to have different repercussions in politics
and in art. The passion which illuminates a moment destroys
a world.